*oi                 CONTEMPORARY ESSAYS.

nicus is a confession, even on the part of the Church
of Home, that ecclesiastical authority must yield to
the truths of reason. Science must be free ; it can not
give up what it knows to be true because of anything
in the Bible, or supposed to be in the Bible. It was
well that astronomy was a definite science. "When it
came in conflict with Church authority and the old
doctrine of Bible inspiration, there was no question
which side had to yield. Astronomy has vindicated
the cause of freedom for all science. It is vain, there-
fore, for the Pope to send forth his briefs, as he did so
late as December, 1863, forbidding the faithful to
receive the conclusions of scientific men, and com-
manding them to abide by the decrees of Popes and
Councils; yea, even the decisions of the Congregation
of the Index.

Frohschammer maintains that the substance of
Christianity was not touched by the system of Coper-
nicus, but rather Christianity by the new science
deceived a deeper meaning. Men, learned to see God
in the order of nature. They ceased to look for Him,
as the Pagans did, merely in the extraordinary and
the miraculous. Lalande said that he had searched
the whole heavens and had found no God. That is,
Frohschammer says, no God according to the popular
and in some respects heathen idea: no God working
by miracles and interferences, but a God working by
law and reason, and everywhere by His works mani-
festing Himself to the mind of man. There we see
Him as a bountiful Father, as spirit and love, as the
omnipresent and all wise. Aristotle's argument for
the existence of Deity, which postulates a first mover,